PS/MS 278 May 2013 PTA General Membership Meeting Minutes
05/17/2013 at 830am
1. 2013/2014 Executive Board Elections were held and there was only one contested race.  Maggie Velez/Cassandre Collazo-Fjotland and Carmen Carpio/Susie Fuller ran for Vice-President.  New Executive Board Members to be introduced and confirmed at next meeting.
2. Reading and Approval of April Meeting Minutes Postponed until next meeting.
3. Principal’s Report

a. Mrs. Guido announced the Upcoming Parent workshop regarding time management scheduled for 06/19 and to coincide with our June PTA meeting and he was very excited about this workshop encouraged the membership to attend.
b. Many of our 8th Graders were accepted into their first choice high schools.  We are very proud of them.  
4. Financial Report

a. 5th Grade Moving Up Party  was approved and the membership voted to give the $500 raised at the Bake Sale earlier in the year to the 5th Graders to take a special celebratory field trip in honor of their moving up to MS.  These funds were originally designated to rent gym space for our Basketball Team, but that fell through.
b. Library Update/ELL Books Project (in conjunction with PS 18) is on hold until the 2013-2014 school year.
5. SLT elections were announced and will be held at the June 2013 General Membership meeting.  Members were invited to contact Co-Chair Frank Bradley, SLT Parent Co-Chair, with any nominations.
6. New Business

a. Spring Fair and Visual Arts Showcase is tomorrow!  The PTA asked for additional voluneteers.  Volunteer Set up is Friday at 2:30pm (05/18) or Saturday at 9:00am (05/19)
b. The remainder of the designated funds for the Ipad/Icart project were spent to complete the 1st grade class by ordering iPads for Ms. Kolvek’s class for listening center set up, as well as providing Mr. Jackson with an iPad and an iPad Teacher’s station.  
c. Field Day is 05/23 and we need volunteers!  
d. Teacher/Staff Appreciation is 06/06 and food and volunteers are needed!  
e. Kindergarten Orientation is 06/18 and PTA officers will be there to answer questions and introduce the PTA to the new parents.
f. 8th Grade Breakfast is 06/20 - Diane will pick up IHOP for the students (per their request) for their celebratory breakfast.  The PTA will fund the breakfast and decorations as per the approved budget line item.
g. New EB Transition Meetings and Summer Planning Meetings are TBD according to the schedules of the incoming board members. 

7. Committee Reports

a. Communications Committee
i. Fundraising Page (“How to help your school” – PTA v. School)  will be voted on at the June meeting.
ii. 278 Website Teacher Pages – were announced and the PTA will work with the school to get these up and running in the summer 2013. 
iii. Newsletter 2013/2014 (Wordpress App?) – the PTA was asked to research possible alternatives to labor intensive newsletters being produced now.  James Ransom will take a break from doing newsletter next year.
b. 501(c) 3/Fundraising Committee Updates

i. We are waiting for information and decisions on the Medical Center  and Rodriguez grants
ii. Lots of great ideas were shared at the Fundraising Brainstorming session and we   hope to put some in motion after reassessing the school’s financial situation and needs for 2013-14
c. The PTA is planning to create a Wellness Council to encompass all of the health and wellness initiatives and programs at the school.
d. The ELL Workshops are not well attended and difficult to plan and manage.
e. The Gardening Committee created wonderful classroom garden projects with Junior Energy!  The Wolly pockets are up in the yard and look great!
