Syllabus Draft – 4th grade, 6.22.15
	MONTH
	ELA
	MATH
	SCIENCE
	SOCIAL STUDIES

	Sept
	How does a reader consider point of view?
How does a writer use experiences, narration, and description to compel a reader?
Anchor Text:  The Tarantula Scientist
	Place Value, Addition, and Subtraction to One Million
Vocabulary:  expanded form, standard form, estimate, round


	The World of Living Things
· Classify

· Vocabulary:  organism, fossil, habitat, producer 
	New York’s Land and First People
· Review Map Skills

· Vocabulary:  continent, landforms, glaciers, coastal plains

	Oct
	How do readers summarize ideas by using both text and supporting visuals for clues?
How do writers research and share ideas from informational texts?
Anchor Texts: The Tarantula Scientist,  Skeletons Inside and Out
Writing Piece: Informative/Explanatory
	Multiply by one-digit numbers
Vocabulary:  distributive property, partial product

Multiply two-digit numbers

Vocabulary:  compatible numbers


	The World of Living Things
· Predict

· Vocabulary:  chlorophyll, photosynthesis, pollination, seed 
	New York’s Land and First People
· Review Map Skills

· Vocabulary:  legend, compass rose, map scale

	Nov
	How does a reader identify themes?

How does a writer develop and organize writing that matches purpose and audience?
How does a writer use internal and external dialogue to develop the theme of the story?
Anchor Texts: Hiawatha, The Birchbark House
Writing Piece: Informative/Explanatory
	Divide by 1-digit numbers
Vocabulary:  multiple, remainder

Factors, multiples, and patterns

Vocabulary:  factor, divisible, common factor, common multiple, prime
	Animals as Living Things
· Observe

· Vocabulary:  vertebrates, invertebrates, characteristics, exoskeleton
	Three Worlds Meet
· Latitude and Longitude

· Vocabulary:  route, claim, colony, governor

	Dec
	How do readers compare and contrast topics?
How does a writer use evidence to support ideas of compare and contrast in an essay?
Anchor Text:  The Birchbark House
	Fraction equivalence and comparison
Vocabulary:  equivalent fractions, simplest form, common denominator, benchmark
	Animals as Living Things
· Form a Hypothesis

· Vocabulary:  body systems, life cycle, reproduction, heredity

Earth and Beyond (see Jan)
	Three Worlds Meet
· Circle Graphs

· Vocabulary:  founder, slavery, diversity, tolerance

	Jan
	How do readers identify themes?
How do readers use dialogue to develop the theme of a story?
Anchor Text: The Birchbark House, ReadyGen text collection
Writing Piece:  Narrative
	Add and subtract fractions
Vocabulary:  mixed number, unit fraction

Multiply fractions by whole numbers

Vocabulary:  fraction, multiple, product, unit fraction
	Earth and Beyond 
· Interpret Data

· Vocabulary:  igneous, metamorphic, sedimentary rock, permeability, rotate, revolve
	The Revolution in New York
· Point of View

· Vocabulary:  economy, proprietor, plantation, apprentice

	Feb
	How can readers use informational texts to bolster understanding of a literary text?
How do writers use evidence from informational texts to support analyses of ideas?
Anchor Texts:  Earthquakes, Anatomy of a Volcanic Eruption
Writing Piece:  Argumentative/Opinion
	Relate fractions and decimals
Vocabulary:  decimal, decimal point, tenth, hundredth, equivalent decimals
	Water and Weather
· Use Variables

· Vocabulary:  atmosphere, water cycle, irrigation, conservation
	The Revolution in New York
· Interpret Historical Images

· Vocabulary:  Loyalist, Patriot, protest, militia

	Mar
	How do readers draw inferences and synthesize and analyze text to develop understanding?
How do writers research and share ideas from informational texts?
Anchor Texts:  ReadyGen text collection
Writing Piece:  Argumentative/Opinion
	Two-dimensional figures
Vocabulary: acute, obtuse, right angle, straight angle, parallel, intersecting, perpendicular, line of symmetry
Angles

Vocabulary:  clockwise, counter-clockwise, degree, protractor
	Water and Weather 
(see Feb)
· Infer

Matter

(see April)
	The New Nation
· Timelines

· Vocabulary:  constitution, , federal, democracy, ratification

	Apr
	How do readers describe in depth the characters, themes, and setting of a story?
How do writers support their point of view with reasons and information?
Anchor Text:  Lunch Money

	Algebra: perimeter and area

Vocabulary:  formula, perimeter, area, base, height, square unit
	Matter
· Experiment

· Vocabulary:  properties, buoyancy, mass, volume, density
	Growth of New York
· Resolve Conflicts

· Vocabulary:  amendment, bill, decade, century

	May
	How can readers use reasons and evidence to explain information?
How do writers develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples?
Anchor Texts:  Lunch Money, Using Money
Writing Piece:  Narrative
	Algebra: perimeter and area (see April)
Relative Sizes of Measurement Units
Vocabulary: kilometer, mile, ounce, pound, ton, cup, fluid ounce, gallon, half gallon, liquid volume, pint, quart, decimeter, millimeter, line plot


	Energy
· Measure

· Vocabulary: force, friction, inertia, work, energy, heat, light, sound
	Growth of New York
· Primary and Secondary Sources

· Vocabulary: canal, suffrage, emancipation, abolitionist 



	Jun
	How can readers use reasons and evidence to explain information?
How do writers develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples?
Anchor Text:  Using Money
	Getting Ready for Grade 5 (ex: add/subtract dollars and cents, order of operations, divide by multiples of 10, division with 2-digit divisors, rounding decimals, place value to compare decimals, add/subtract related fractions, etc.)
	Energy
(see May)

· Use Numbers
	Local and State Government
· Decision Making

· Vocabulary:  legislative, executive, judicial branches, representative, borough, budget


