Sixth Grade Syllabus
	MONTH
	ELA
	MATH
	SCIENCE
	SOCIAL STUDIES

	Sept
	Stories of Survival

Essential Question – How are people shaped by the challenges they face?

· Short story 

· Academic Vocabulary 

· Context Clues

· Poem (Life Doesn’t Frighten Me)
· Academic Vocabulary 

· Suffixes

· Writing – Fictional Narrative
	Integers – Comparing and Ordering; absolute value (1).
Rational Numbers – Classifying, identifying opposites and absolute value; comparing and ordering (3).
	Energy and Energy Resources – Defining it; its trans-
Formations; and sources (2).
	The World and Its People
· The meaning and importance of geography

· Meaning of culture and how it crosses physical borders

· Understand how archaeological discoveries can change views of the world.

	Oct
	Live Your Dream
(autobiographical texts) 

Essential Question – What does a dream reveal about the dreamer?

· Biography of Derek Jeter and Memoir by Barack Obama

· Academic and Colloquial Language

· Word Study –

· Context Clues

· Latin Roots
· Writing – Informative Essay (Explain the strategies these writers use to convey their experiences, challenges, and goals)
	Factors and Multiples—GCF and LCM (2).
Operations with Fractions – Multiplying/

Dividing (including mixed numbers) – (review of addition/

Subtraction)

(4).
	States of Matter – Matter; changing state; and behavior of fluids (4).

Thermal Energy – Temp. and thermal energy; heat; and engines & 

Refrigera-

Tors (5).   
	The First Cultures
· Culture during the Old Stone Age

· Using Map Projections

· Technology as it relates to tools and the use of tools

· Discovery and use of metals

· Factors that led to permanent human settlements. 

	Nov/Dec
	World Wonders 
Students will consider some of the world’s greatest monuments and the challenges of protecting them.

Essential Question – Do we have a duty to preserve world wonders for future generations?
· Word Study
· References

· Root Words

· Writing – Argumentative Essay (Make an argument for the value of preserving one of the world wonders.)
	Decimals – Addition/
Subtraction/multiplication/division (5) Ratio and Rates – Ratios, rates, tables and graphs.  Solving proportions.  Converting within and between measurement systems (6 and 7).
	 Atmo-

Sphere – Earth’s atmosphere; energy; energy transfer in the atmosphere; and air movement (6).
	The Nile River Valley
· The use of the Nile River to develop a rich agriculture.
· Structure and purpose of the pyramids

· Changes to Egypt during the Middle and New kingdoms

· Egypt prospering during the New Kingdom

· The development of Nubia and Kush



	Dec
	Continued
	Continued
	Continued
	Continued

	Jan
	Bad Characters (short story)

Essential Questions

· How are ones choices affected by circumstance and perspective?

· How do external factors contribute to one’s behavior?

· How do one person’s actions inspire/affect others or themselves?

· Characteristic Traits

· Interpretive Questioning
· Socratic Seminar

· Writing – Argumentative Writing (Response to EQ)  

	Percents – Understand-
Ing percents; changing percents – fractions – decimals; solving percent problems (part/wholes) (8).
	 Weather – Defining it; weather patterns; and forecasts (7).

Life’s Structure and Classification – Living things; classifying living things; cell structure and viruses (8).
	The Huang He Valley
· Effects of the Huang He
· Events that helped build the first Chinese empire
· Reign of Shihuangdi
· Effects Qin dynasty had on China
· Success and decline of the Han dynasty

	Feb/March
	Poetry 
Essential Questions – 
· How does the author communicate their meaning using literary devices? 

· How do authors use elements of poetry in order to convey meaning?

· Tone

· Mood

· Speaker

· Theme

· Literary Devices

· Onomatopoeia

· Simile 
· Metaphor

· Alliteration
· Personification

· Writing – Informative 
	Expressions – (a) Numerical – exponents, prime factorization and order of operations (9); (b) Algebraic – modeling, writing and evaluating (10).
Equations – (a) Writing and solving addition, subtraction, multiplication and division (11); (b) Equations with two variables – graphing on coordinate plane, independent and dependent variables; writing equations from information in graphs and tables (12).
	  Interactions of Life – Living earth; populations; & interactions within communities (9)
	Ancient Greece
· Rugged terrain of ancient Greece

· Structure of Greek city-states

· Thinkers and achievements of Athens’ Golden Age

· Alexander the Great spreads Greek culture through his expansion of his empire.

	March
	· Continued
· Test Preparation
	Continued
	Continued

	· Continued

	Apr
	“Can Animals Think?” Eugene Linden 1999

Essential Questions
· How can research uncover new information that will deepen understanding of the world and our place in it?
· How can new reliable information change our perspectives about a specific topic?
This unit uses the topic of animal cognition as a means to teach students how to analyze and navigate informational texts, as well as to study deeply the purposeful decisions an author makes to best convey his/her point of view in writing. Students will write an essay demonstrating their mastery of content and their ability to synthesize information across texts.
	Area – Polygons (quadrilateral, triangles, etc.; solving area equations (13).
Distance and Area – On a coordinate plane (14).
	 The Nonliving Environment—Abiotic Factors; Cycles in Nature; and Energy Flow (10).
	Ancient Rome
· Geography of the Italian peninsula

· Founding of the Roman Republic

· Julius Caesar and the Senate struggles for power

· Daily life in a Roman city

· Rome’s great architectural achievements.  

	May/June
	The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen
Essential Questions

· What are the effects of war on non-military personal?

· What are some qualities of a hero?

· Why is it important to remember our history?

· Socratic Seminar
· Writing - Argumentative 

	Surface Area and Volume of Solids.  Nets and surface area; volume of rectangular prisms; solving volume equations (15).
Displaying, Analyzing and Summarizing Data – Measures of center, mean, absolute deviation,
	 Ecosystems – How they change; biomes; and aquatic ecosystems (11).
	The Ancient Americas 
· Geography and climate of the major regions of North America
· Arrival and migration of ancient settlers

· Maya systems of writing and mathematics and their importance to the culture.

· Hohokam and Anasazi culture and accomplishments.  

	
	
	
	
	

	June 
	· Continued
	 (MAD), box plots, dot plots and data distribution (16).
	Work and Simple Machines – Work and power; machines; and simple machines (3). 
	· Continued

	 
	· 
	
	
	· 


